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International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS (ICW)



Why HIV positive women want peace…
Peace in our homes 
· When we have peace in our homes and we live without violence from the ones that are supposed to support us we thrive and those that we love and care for prosper. We do not fear disclosing to our families and we can seek the treatment and care we need. Our sexual and reproduction health is not compromised, we can enjoy healthy and respectful sex lives, and joint decision-making around childbirth and rearing. 

When he learns that I went to the health centre for medication, he beats me saying that I am embarrassing him - that I am showing everybody that we are sick. Now I fear going for services. (ICW member)

Peace in our communities 
· When we have peace in our communities, and for us this is not just an absence of war but also means living without stigma and discrimination or fear of ostracism for us or our families, we can walk without fear, see our friends and gain from our livelihoods and local services. We do not have to worry about people pointing the finger at us, avoiding our children, our homes and our wares. 

They sacked me as soon as they found out and most of my so called friends turned their back on me. My dream, what I was – a nurse known by all, with prestige, loved by everyone – had gone. I fell into a depression and forgot everyone in the world. (ICW member) 
Peace in our countries 
· When we have peace in our countries resources are channelled to where they are really needed – for example our health and education services. We do not risk spiralling levels of poverty that leave us no options and unable to care for ourselves and our loved ones. We are not torn from our homes and our support networks and we no longer face the possibility of rape being used against us as a weapon of war.  

Promote peace and an end to conflicts which endanger women and children through the proliferation of small arms, involve innocent civilians and use rape as a weapon of war. (Women’s Leadership on HIV and AIDS: The Nairobi 2007 Call to Action, World YWCA) 
· But it is not just an end to war, as we traditionally understand it, that we call for. Our governments wage war against HIV positive women when their policies and actions:

· Undermine our economic rights and hence our ability to avoid risk. 
· Blame HIV positive women for spreading the virus when we have children but don’t provide adequate advice, treatment and care for HIV positive women planning families, or who are pregnant or are mothers.

· Promote ABC yet fail to support a more equitable environment where it is possible for us to practise ABC with our sexual partners. 

The ABC approach ignores many other inequalities and realities which affect how people make decisions about sexual practice, such as poverty, workplace inequities, and attitudes in schools and communities.  Promoting the care, support, respect and dignity for people living with HIV/AIDS has been rated as important a strategy for HIV prevention as abstinence or being faithful. (ICW member)
When governments provide the resources or support an environment that enhances our ability to abstain if we choose or to have healthy sexual and reproductive lives if we choose, then we will begin to see a reversal in the spread of HIV. 


Peace in the world 

· Only when the international community recognises the importance of peace at all levels and their role in combating conflict, poverty and inequalities will we see significant, wide reaching global changes in the HIV pandemic.  Not only will we see decreases in the numbers of people facing situations where they are unable to avoid contracting HIV but those living with HIV will no longer feel they have to hide. 
Millions of girls are dying on our watch. The escalating rates of HIV positive girls and young women present the world with a critical moral dilemma and responsibility that demands increased leadership and that employs as little rhetoric as possible. What we need now is practical organization and action. (Mary Robinson, ICW Patron)
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